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TO: Members of the Rock Island Arsenal AUSA Chapter, 

Friends of the Army and our military forces 

My name is Tim Considine and I 

have the honor and privilege of rep-

resenting this outstanding chapter for 

the next two years. Ms. Kim White, 

incoming Vice President, and I ap-

preciate the faith and confidence you 

have vested in us as your new leader-

ship team. We appreciate this oppor-

tunity to serve the western Illinois 

and eastern Iowa area and commit to 

you that we will do our very best to 

continue the fine traditions and ac-

complishments of our previous lead-

ers, President Al Kruse and Vice 

President, Dave Emling. The good 

news is that Al and Dave have both 

committed to serve on the board for 

the coming year and we will leverage 

their abilities and knowledge to build 

and improve the organization.  

By way of introduction, I am a re-

tired Army officer who served 28 

years on active duty as an aviation 

maintenance officer and Army logis-

tician. In addition to serving in 

CONUS, I did three overseas tours in 

Germany, Panama and Korea and 

served in Kuwait as a contractor sup-

porting Army Field Support Com-

mand (AFSC). My family and I were 

fortunate to be stationed at the Arse-

nal in 2003 with AFSC as our last 

assignment and we loved the com-

munity so much, we decided to retire 

here. I have been a member of 

AUSA since 1986 and have served 

on several boards to include the Fort 

Eustis Virginia (Tidewater) Chapter 

as secretary and since 2004 here at 

Rock Island as a board member at 

large.  

I want to take time to briefly summa-

rize my vision of the Chapter goals 

and objectives for the coming year. 

First, this organization is one of the 

best chapters in the Army and has sus-

tained that excellence over the past 

eight years. So my intent is to continue 

to build on our reputation for excel-

lence and sustain the multiple chapter 

awards received in recent years.  

Second, I am committed to serving 

the soldiers and families of the mili-

tary as our top priority. Our Commu-

nity Support and Corporate Affairs 

Committees will be the conduits to 

lead this effort, but all members must 

support it because, there is much to be 

done. Through the Community Based 

Wounded Warriors Transition Unit 

(CBWTU), the Iowa Veterans Ad-

ministration Hospital in Iowa City and 

fifteen Family Support Groups (FRG) 

in our area, we have plenty of opportu-

nities to help Army active, reserve, 

national guard soldiers and veterans. 

We will set annual goals and then seek 

to achieve those goals as we progress 

through the year. We will use our 

monthly board meetings and quarterly 

general membership meetings to mark 

our progress against our goals and ob-

jectives.   

Third, I want to continue to broaden 

our membership base by reaching out 

to community members and local and 

national sponsors. As Corporate Af-

fairs committee chair, Mr. Mark Shuck 

has increased our corporate member-

ship ten-fold over the past several 

See President on page 2 
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years. Corporate sponsors are critical to facilitating a 

strong, supportive organization. In addition, our local 

community is anxious to serve our military and I ask 

our members to facilitate those relationships through-

out the coming year and get involved with the com-

munity as much as possible. Kim and I intend to work 

hard by linking into AUSA national resources and 

working with military and civilian leaders of the 

community to support this goal. 

Fourth, Our Programs Committee will provide a 

key link to our members and community by sponsor-

ing programs that inform and educate our military 

and the local community members. We will continue 

to present programs that provide updates on congres-

sional initiatives to support the Army, foster relations 

among our elected leaders and our military commu-

nity, and show the ñAUSA flagò to our local commu-

nity members.  

Fifth, the chapter will continue to sponsor great 

events to raise funds, which are critical to providing 

programs to support the military community. I like to 

think of fund raising as fun raising and we do some 

great events that bring our community together while 

bringing funds to the chapter. Most importantly, our 

chapter will identify needs in our military community 

to commit those funds as soon as possible so that 

those in need are taken care of expeditiously. We will 

commit to our sponsors to do this and communicate 

our thanks and appreciate back to them as quickly as 

possible. Two committees will lead this effort, the 

Contributions Committee to plan and execute 

events and the Communications Committee to keep 

lines of communication active and open across the 

Rock Island Chapter area.  

On a final note, many thanks Mr. Tim Frye and Ms. 

Keri Pleasant for their dedication and commitment to 

the club. Tim and Keri are chapter Treasurer and Sec-

retary respectively. Although many board members 

have served selflessly for numerous years, Tim and 

Keri deserve honorable mention for their hard work.  

Thank you again for this honor and your continued 

support. Kim and I look forward to a great year in 

2010! 

Sincerely, 

Tim Considine 

 Important RIA AUSA Events Calendar - 2010  

 

Date Event Where 

5/8/2010 Military Appreciation Modern Woodman Ball Park 

6/11/2010 Army Birthday Ball Waterfront Conv Hall, Bettendorf 

7/26/2010 Annual Golf Tournament Arsenal Golf Club 

mailto:alankruse@msn.com
mailto:demling@msn.com
mailto:tm.frye1@us.army.mil
mailto:keripleasant@mchsi.com
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Outgoing President’s Message  

I was privileged to represent all of you at the AUSA 

Annual Meeting in Washington, DC on 5-7 October 

09.  RIA Chapter was named Best Overall Chapter 

within our category again this year.  What great rec-

ognition for all of our work and efforts!  Congratula-

tions to you all!  I was presented the award by GEN 

(Ret) Sullivan and LTG (Ret) Thompson during the 

opening ceremonies on Mon AM.  The Secretary of 

Defense, Secretary of the Army, Chief of Staff of the 

Army and all of the upper echelon of Army leader-

ship were in attendance and have all heard about our 

Rock Island Arsenal Chapter and its success!  

Our Chapter won numerous additional awards at the 

Annual Meeting.  Our goal of telling the Army story 

and concentrating on taking care of our Soldiers, 

Wounded Warriors, Veterans, DA Civilians, Contrac-

tors and their families is again being acknowledged at 

the highest levels.  Congratulations to all of you and 

your hard work. 

It is with heartfelt thanks that I also tell you, this 

will be my last column as Chapter President.  Tim 

Considine has been elected the new President and 

was installed on the 4th of November.  It has been a 

great honor and privilege to be your President for the 

past 8 years and a pleasure to work closely with all of 

you.  I will however, continue to serve on the Board 

of Directors and will be assisting wherever I can. 

We have accomplished a great deal these past 8 

years and I want to thank Dave Emling, our Vice 

President, for his hard work and vision as the Chapter 

grew.  Chapter Secretary Keri Pleasant and Treasurer 

Tim Frye have also been instrumental in ensuring the 

Chapter was moving forward.  My job was made far 

less difficult thanks to the incredibly talented indi-

viduals who have served on the Board of Directors 

over the years.  They have been the driving force be-

hind all the Chapterôs successes and have shouldered 

much of the burden for making miracles happen.  I 

also need to thank all of the contributors over the 

years who have contributed funds, individual helpers, 

and other items as we serve our Soldiers and their 

families. 

 

Thank you again to all of the above individuals, all 

the volunteers, and all of the Corporate Sponsors.  

You are an amazing group of volunteers and I am 

proud to have been a part of the team! 

Army Strong!! 

Al Kruse 

The Rock Island Arsenal Chapter of AUSA is open 

to all military service members, Army ranks and all 

componentsðincluding Active, National Guard and 

Reserveðand Department of the Army civilians, re-

tirees, corporations, businesses, concerned citizens 

and family members.   AUSA welcomes anyone who 

subscribes to the philosophy of a strong national de-

fense. 

We are looking for volunteers.  Volunteers make a 

tremendous impact on the lives of those who serve. 

Whether you give a few hours a month, set aside time 

to participate in a social event or take part in any of 

the countless other opportunities on a one-time, part-

time or regular basis, you can make a real difference.  

You will be supporting our troops and their families 

and meeting great people.  We invite you to join and 

explore the following volunteer opportunities with 

the local chapter. 

Please consider serving on one of the following 

committees.  More information will be provided upon  

request. 

 

1. Contributions/Fundraising 

2. Programs 

3. Community Relations 

4. Corporate Membership 

5. Communications 

 

Please send inquiries to:  chapter5102@ausaria.org 

What have you done for the troops today? 

mailto:chapter5102@ausaria.org
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2009 10th Annual Golf Outing by Rocky Easter 

AUSA — RIA CHAPTER  

The family of Cpl. Josh Palmer has created a way 

to honor our Fallen service memberséby keeping 

their memories alive.  The 1st annual Cpl. Joshua D. 

Palmer Tribute & Remembrance Ride was help in 

the summer of 2009 with proceeds going to the Rock 

Island Arsenal chapter of the AUSA to help benefit 

injured soldiers - wounded warriors.  The first Re-

membrance Ride was very successful resulting in a 

$9,000 contribution to the chapter. 

The ride was well attended.  There were about 120 

bikes, along with several vehicles, accompanied by 

warm weather and plenty of sunshine.  The day be-

gan with the La Harpe American Legion Presenta-

tion of Colors as  Melissa Bert sang the National 

Anthem.  Pilot Dennis Morton circled his bi-plane 

overhead several times then began a climb and mak-

ing his descent before flying off.  It was a breath tak-

ing.   An opening prayer was said and several fami-

lies were introduced.   After a short safety briefing 

the ride took off, on time, at 10:00 am. 

Stops along the way began with Evan James in La 

Harpe, Michael DeWitt, Blandinsville, Christopher 

Bartkiewicz, Can-

ton, John Stein, 

Macomb, Ryan 

Carlock  & Chey-

enne Willey in Col-

chester and ending 

in Fountain Green 

with Josh Palmer.   

At each gravesite 

Terry & Lola Den-

nis set tribute pho-

tos next to the indi-

viduals headstone.   

Mr. Ron Watson 

and Pastor Don Miller began with a service of re-

membrance and prayer, followed by family members 

or individuals who wanted to speak.  The final stop 

ended with the playing of Taps.  

If you are interested in being involved in this re-

membrance ride, please visit the website at  http://

joshsride.com/Home_Page.php  for more informa-

tion. 

Doug and Carol Palmer, parents of 

Cpl. Josh Palmer present Mark 

Shuck with $9,000 check.  

On 27 July 2009, the Rock Island Arsenal Chapter 

held its 10th Annual Golf Outing.   Turnout was spec-

tacular with all 30 foursomes filled, including two do-

nated foursomes consisting of Soldiers from Rock Is-

land Arsenal.  The weather was perfect and, as usual, 

the Rock Island Arsenal Golf Course was in magnifi-

cent condition.   

BG Larry Wiche, CG of Joint Munitions Command, 

spoke to the gathered golfers and volunteers prior to 

tee off and thanked all for their participation.  At 

11:45, all 60 golf carts departed en mass for their re-

spective tee boxes.  Playing ñRide of the Valkyriesò 

would be appropriate at this point in 2010.   

Five hours and 30 minutes later, all 120 participants 

were gathered on the front porch of the Golf Club, 

drinking ñrefreshmentsò and comparing great mo-

ments of the day.  At dinner, MG Robert Radin, CG of 

Army Sustainment Command, addressed the players, 

again thanking them for their participation and telling 

them what it means to the soldiers stationed 

here.  Great raffle prizes were dispensed and winners 

were announced.  Unfortunately, the list of winning 

teams has been misplaced, but you know who you 

are.  However, Trish Huber did win ñclosest to pinò 

at the ninth hole.  For that she gets a free foursome 

in next yearôs tournament.   

Since the primary purpose of our Golf Outing is to 

raise funds for our chapter, mentioning those results 

would seem to fit here.  Overall, we grossed in ex-

cess of $27K.  After expenses, more than $16K was 

placed in the organization coffers to help fund the 

myriad of military related issues that AUSA RIA 

supports.  We owe a debt of gratitude to our 22 

sponsors, 120 players, and 9 volunteers.  Also, many 

thanks to Todd, Patty, and the wonderful crew at the 

Rock Island Arsenal Golf Club, without whose help 

this wouldnôt have been possible.  Weôre looking 

forward to another great outing on 26 July. 

http://joshsride.com/Home_Page.php
http://joshsride.com/Home_Page.php
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Wounded Warrior Rock 

Bettendorf Christian Church Donation 

Bettendorf Christian Church, held their 2nd An-

nual Classic Cars for a Cause, in September. 

Their event brought together car lovers, veterans, 

and church members together for a great event to 

support our military families in need. This year, 

Mike Birmingham, presented Al Kruse with a 

check for $5,500.   

As of today, more than 1,400 Wounded Warriors have entered through the doors of the Community Based 

Warrior Transition Unit (CBWTU). CBWTU-Illinois is headquartered at the Rock Island Arsenal and operates 

across a six state area consisting of Minnesota, Wisconsin, Michigan, Iowa, Illinois, and Indiana.  Beginning in 

September 2007, the ñWarrior Rockò was signed by all the Warriors in Transition attending CBWTU-ILôs sig-

nature event, the ñMuster.ò It has since been signed by every WT that comes to the Rock Island Arsenal to join 

the unit. That rock is currently displayed at Modern Woodman Park. The baseball home of the Quad Cities 

River Bandits. A new larger rock (pictured below) is 

located in front of building 350. Future plans have been 

made to relocate this rock to Centennial park as a symbol 

to the duration of the Global War on Terrorism.  

For more information about Community Based Warrior 

Transition Unit-Illinois go to:  

http://www.narmc.amedd.army.mil/acs/taskforcenarmc/ 

Pages/cbhcowi.aspx 

The unit was previously 

referred to as Community 

Based Health Care Organi-

zation (CBHCO), and was 

located in Wisconsin. The 

unit was later consolidated 

and relocated to  Rock Is-

land Arsenal to accommo-

date the growing number 

of Soldiers. The Army 

Medical Command re-

named each CBHCO to 

CBWTU to symbolize itôs 

realignment into the War-

rior in Transition Program. 
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Rock Island Arsenal Chapter Recognized at the AUSA Annual Meeting 

A sizeable contingent of the Rock Island Arsenal Chapter AUSA traveled to Washington, D.C., to participate 

in and be recognized by the AUSA Annual Meeting & Exposition, 4-7 October 2009.  Those attending in-

cluded, COL (Retd) Alan Kruse and his wife Betty, President, and the following members of our Board of Di-

rectors:  Bruce Angus, his wife, Mazie, and his sister and brother-in-law Judy and Willie Gibson; Mark Shuck 

and his wife Lynne; Tim Frye; COL (Retd) Rock Easter; Kerry Skinner; COL (Retd) Tim Considine; and 

Jimmy Morgan. 

The Opening Ceremonies on Monday formally kicked off the event, with AUSA National President GEN 

(Ret) Gordon Sullivan presiding, the 3rd United States Infantry (The Old Guard) and The United States Army 

Band, Pershingôs Own, posting the colors and playing patriotic music, a salute to the Non-Commissioned Offi-

cers over the Armyôs history, and a very informative speech from Secretary of Defense Robert Gates. 

Out of 127 AUSA Chapters worldwide, our chapter collected many honors as delineated below: 

¶ Winner in our size class:  Best Chapter Over-

all; Best Web Site; Best Chapter Newsletter; 

Best General Membership Meeting; and 

Greatest Government Civilian Employee 

Membership 

¶ Runner Up in our size class:  Best Chapter in 

Support of Reserve Components; Greatest 

Corporate Membership; Most Active in Pur-

suit of AUSA Objectives; and Best Corporate 

Member Support 

¶ Honorable Mention in our size class:  Great-

est Percentage Increase in Government Civil-

ian Employee Membership 

¶ Commendable Performance in our size class:  

Greatest Percentage Increase in Corporate 

Membership; and Greatest Percentage In-

crease in Membership 

¶ Recognized for Outstanding Efforts in the 

following categories:  Support to Recruiting 

Command; Institute for Land Warfare Con-

tribution; Continuous Membership (75); 

Chapter of Excellence; Army History; Supe-

rior Chapter; Star Chapter; Army Birthday; 

President’s Club Gold Level Chapter; Merit 

Chapter; Family Programs; Take the Hill; 

Special Award Presented at the Annual 

Meeting; and Year of the NCO 

The wonderful week of professional development, 

education, and recognition ended with our atten-

dance at the General George Catlett Marshall Me-

morial Reception and Dinner where Kenneth Fisher, 

Chairman & CEO, The Fisher House Foundation, 

was awarded the General George Catlett Marshall 

Medal in recognition of what he and the foundation 

his grandfather started by building residences co-

located with U.S. Army Medical Centers and De-

partment of Veterans Affairs Hospitals where family 

members of Wounded Warriors may stay expense 

free while supporting their loved ones recovery.  Mr. 

Fisher delivered a very moving speech.  He stated 

after accepting the award, ñI feel as an advocate for 

our veterans, soldiers, and their familiesé Thank 

you for your service is just not enough anymore.ò  

Mr. Fisher went on to say, ñNinety-five percent of 

those injured on the battlefield now survive.  Many 

suffer injuries that would have been fatal in past con-

flicts.  As a result, the path to recovery for the service 

member and his or her family is often long and ardu-

ous.  They are so very deserving.  They are deeply 

dedicated to overcoming the challenges they confront.  

Helping them isnôt charity, but rather this nationôs sol-

emn duty.  It is an investment in healing and recovery 

that give those families the opportunity they need to 

rebuild their lives.  In these very tough situations, they 

donôt quit on themselves.  Neither should we.ò  Mr. 

Fisher further challenged philanthropic organizations 

to ñexamine their procedures to emphasize delivery of 

service over promotionò; Veteransô organizations to 

ñcome togetherò and work towards ñadvancing a lar-

See Meeting on page 9 
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First Annual Volunteer Appreciation Awards Banquet by Mark Shuck 

AUSA — RIA CHAPTER  

In honor of all of our individuals, not-for-profit, faith 

based, and corporate entities, we held our Annual 

Volunteer Appreciation Awards Banquet, November 

4th 2009 at the SteepleGate Inn in Davenport, IA. 

Attendance was over 100, with members of the Mili-

tary, Department of the Army Civilians, local Corpo-

rations, faith based and private citizens that donated 

their time, financial resources, or services in support 

of Rock Island Arsenal Chapter of the Association of 

the United States Army mission of taking care of Sol-

diers and their Families. Examples of how these indi-

viduals, companies supported AUSA includes our 

Annual Golf Out/fundraiser, Military Appreciation 

Day, Honor Flight support, Wounded Warrior Sup-

port, and direct support to Soldiers and/or Families. 

Distinguished Volunteer Award: 

Kim White (also sworn in this evening as newly 

elected Chapter Vice President) 

Platinum Award:  Kellog, Brown & Root 

Gold Awards recipients included: 

AECOM/AGS, Akima Logistics, American Legion 

Post 25 American Ordnance, ATK, BAE Systems, 

Best Western SteepleGate Inn, Bettendorf Christian 

Church, Bettendorf Rotary, Davenport Rotary, Dyn-

Corp International, EG&G, Flint Cliffs Manufac-

turing, General Dynamics Ordnance & Tactical 

Systems, Genesis Health System, Hampton Crane, 

ITT, Lewis Machine & Tool, Lohman Companies, 

Palmer Chiropractic College,  Quad City River Ban-

dits, Rock Island Rotary, and Serco North America. 

Silver Award recipients included: 

Booz  Allen  Hamilton, HRH of the Quad Cities, 

Lujackôs Auto Plaza, Modern Woodmen of Amer-

ica, National Defense Industrial Association, OS-

VETS, Quad City Times, RIA Development Group, 

US Bank, Women In Defense, and RIA Federal 

Credit Union.  

Bronze Award recipients included: 

A.D. Huesing Company, AAFES, Arsenal Contract 

Consultants, Inc., BonAire Tavern, Clarion Hotel, 

Dust-Ry, Inc., East Moline VFW, Emling Consult-

ing, Eye Surgeons Associates, IH Mississippi Valley 

Credit Union, JTM Concepts, Judge James T. 

Teros, Jumerôs Casino Rock Island, Kilgore Flares, 

Inc., Morgan Stanley Smith Barney, Optimist Quad 

City Morning Club, PB-NAMMO Demil, LLC, Pen-

dulum Services, LLC, Quantitech, RIA Federal 

Credit Union, Sanitary Dry Cleaners, Vernôs Home 

Improvement, Whiteyôs Ice Cream 

Special Award recipients included: 

Kristin Burke, Illinois Quad City Chamber of Com-

merce, Michelle Tinman, OnMedia, Quad-City Ra-

dio Group, Sexton Ford, and WQAD. 

The Chapter wishes to thank each and every 

award recipient for their support and contribu-

tions for support of Soldiers and their Families. 

In addition that evening, we had the honor and privi-

lege to swear-in our newly elected Chapter President 

Mr. Tim Considine, and Vice President Ms. Kim 

White. With the arrival of our new officers, we also 

had to say good bye to our long serving President, 

Mr. Alan Kruse, and Vice President, Mr. Dave Em-

ling.  

From left: Al Kruse, Mark Shuck, and  CPT Martin  Munoz 

Photo by Teresa Johnston 

From left: Vice 

President Kim 

White, and 

President Tim 

Considine 

Photo by Teresa Johnston 
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There are others that I need to mention as well. 

Kerry Skinner. The first time I met Kerry was about 

45 days prior to the first Military Appreciation Day 

event held at Modern Woodmen Stadium. He was 

talking about planning and executing a major com-

munity event in 45 days. My first thought was this 

guy is NUTS. During the next 45 days, I probably got 

more taskings for this event than I care to remember, 

but when I looked over, Kerry was always there. 

Since that time, he has been involved 

with just about everything AUSA has 

touched. He has the mindset of passion. 

I would truly be in remiss if I did not 

mention my mentor for AUSA, COL 

(RET) Alan Kruse. I say mentor, as he 

was the one who imparted his mindset 

of passion for Soldiers and their Fami-

lies to me. I can remember one cold and 

rainy early spring day when we just got through send-

ing cash cards to the parents of a Soldier injured in a 

training accident. Mr. Kruse said the following ñGod 

do I wish I could do this full timeò That, ladies and 

gentlemen, is a mindset of passion. 

I must say that is has been an honor and a privilege 

to serve Soldiers and their Families by being on the 

AUSA Board of Directors with individuals like Alan 

Kruse, Bob Fauser, Steve Fiers, Kim White, Karla 

Huffman, Art Heyderman, Steve Mapley, Keri Pleas-

ant, Tim Considine, and Bruce Angus. Not to men-

tion some of our cornerstone Corporate members 

such as Jack Chase from AECOM/AGS, who has 

been a Four Star sponsor of our golf outing/fundraiser 

for as long as I have been with AUSA. Other out-

standing corporate members, both at the sustaining 

level, and at the chapter level include KBR, BAE, 

DynCorp, General Dynamics Ordnance & Tactical 

Systems, and ITT Systems. Without these companies, 

we could not take care of Soldiers like we do. 

As I depart the Rock Island Chapter, allow me to 

issue a challenge. Locate the mindset within yourself, 

and find one other person that has that mindset and 

bring them to AUSA. 

Best Wishes, 

Mark Shuck  

Having served the Rock Island Chapter of The As-

sociation of the United States Army for about four 

years in the capacity of Vice President of Corporate 

Membership (among others), I have had the opportu-

nity to meet some truly extraordinary individuals, or-

ganizations, and companies that come forward and 

donate their time, financial support, or services to the 

care and support of Soldiers and their Families. In the 

words that follow, I would like to call out some of 

these people. 

A very recent acquaintance, 

Gold Star Parent, Mrs. Carol 

Palmer told me that I have the 

mindset of passion for taking care 

of Soldiers and their Families I am 

not so sure. Let me define that 

mindset passion for a moment. 

Doug and Carl Palmer are parents 

of Cpl Joshua Palmer, USMC killed in action during 

the Global War on Terrorism. The Palmers live in 

southern Illinois and are part of a group that formed a 

Remembrance Ride in honor of their son and others 

in area that have also paid the ultimate sacrifice. The 

Remembrance Ride proceeds were donated to our 

chapter to the sum of $9000, earmarked to take care 

of Soldiers. That, ladies and gentlemen is the mind-

set PASSION. We should be giving them that money 

and more for the loss they have endured. Letôs talk 

further about that mindset of passion. My wife Lin 

and I, along with Kim White had the honor of attend-

ing the ceremony to receive the check to AUSA in 

the BIG little town that generated the Remembrance 

Ride. That same night, that Big Little town had a Sol-

dier returning from active duty in Iraq. I would ven-

ture a guess that during that return home ceremony, 

the ENTIRE town turned out for his return. That, la-

dies and gentlemen, is a mindset of passion. 

While we are talking Mrs. Kim White, who at the 

November 4th Awards Dinner won the much deserved 

Distinguished Volunteer Award, and sworn in as our 

elected Vice President. She also has endured a recent 

loss, but yet here she is donating her time and effort 

to the level to get this award. I have had the honor of 

working closely with Kim on many fronts and en-

deavors. She also has the mindset of passion. 

 

I must say that is has 

been an honor and a 

privilege to serve 

Soldiers and their 

Families  
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Holiday Message from the President  

ger agendaò; and for politicians to ñtranslate 

their feel good campaign rhetoric into action.ò  

He closed by stating, ñIt is time to clear the 

obstacles and broaden the effortò to get the 

government and the private sector to collabora-

tively work to ñdivide labor and responsibilityò 

and ñcoordinate their efforts, all pulling in the 

same direction.ò  Mr. Fisher closed by refer-

ring to Medalôs legacy by sharing words of 

Winston Churchill used to describe General 

Marshal.  The same kind of ñcan do attitudeò 

General Marshall used to organize victory in 

World War II and rebuild Europe in its after-

math.  The United States Army Band 

(Pershingôs Own) provided by a Patriotic Pro-

gram throughout the evening and the 3rd United 

States Infantry (The Old Guard) retired the col-

ors on a truly spectacular meeting!  We only 

wish we could have bottled the entire evening 

to bring back to share with you. 

Next yearôs AUSA Annual Meeting & Exposition will take place 24-27 October 2009.  We hope many more 

of you will join us by attending next yearôs event. 

Bruce W. Angus 
Member, Board of Directors 

As we gather together with friends and family to 

celebrate this holiday season, I encourage you to re-

member our men and women in uniform who canôt 

be with their families this year. Many of our Service 

members can't celebrate with their loved ones, be-

cause they are serving their country in remote loca-

tions around the world. Many of them are in harm's 

way. Although they can't be with us, let us keep them 

in our hearts, thoughts and prayers. 

The holidays are a time to share good times, great 

food and the company of friends and loved ones, but 

this can also be a hectic time. Please be careful this 

holiday season. Don't drink and drive, and don't let 

your guests do so either. If you are traveling this sea-

son, take every precaution in preparing so you will 

have a safe journey.  

The Holiday Season may be a time of need for some 

Military Families. The stress of having a deployed 

family member in distant lands can take a heavy toll 

over the Holidays. I ask everyone to band together 

this season by looking after any and all Military 

families, and take them into your family, bring them 

to celebrations, offer or arrange to watch over their 

children so they have some private or shopping time, 

or take them a fresh baked pie. 

On behalf of all the members of the Rock Island Ar-

senal AUSA Chapter team please accept our best 

wishes to you and your families for a truly happy 

holiday season, and a prosperous New Year. We 

look forward to the challenges ahead of us in 2010, 

and working together, we will have a great success-

ful year! God Bless you all. 

Tim Considine 
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Akima Logistics Services 

704-714-6445  

mciance@akimalogistics.com 

American Power Systems, Inc. 

815-252-6383 

keenan@americanpowerinc.com 

Black Hawk College ILPTAC 

309-797-2806 

millerv@bhc.edu 

BNC National Bank 

563-391-8088 

linn@bncnationalbank.com 

Booz Allen Hamilton 

309-283-4070 

white_kim@bah.com 

City of Moline 

309-797-0463  

dwellvaert@moline.il.us 

Company One Fire Suppression 

815-589-3699 

ted@companyonefire.com 

County of Rock Island 

309-558-3605  

coboard@co.rock-island.il.us 

Davenport One 

563-322-1706 

rchristian@davenport.com 

DAXCON Engineering, Inc. 

309-697-5975 

hedges_l@daxcon.com 

Firefly Energy Inc. 

309-222-2600 

movan@fireflyenergy.com 

Frontier Hospitality Group 

563-940-8535 

mbrisch@frontierhg.com 

Greenspace Associates, Inc. 

Michelle 

@greenspaceassociates.com 

HRU, Inc. 

517-272-5888 

briggs.todd@hru.tech 

Illinois Quad City Chamber of 

Commerce 

309-757-5416  

prumler@quadcitychamber.com 

Imaging USA 

309-786-2300  

sfiers@imaging-usa.com 

Jacobs Thom, LLC 

309-623-4788 

rjacobs@jacobsthoms.com 

Lohman Companies 

309-764-8331  

scott@lohman-companies.com 

ManTech International Corp,  

Rock Island 

309-788-0272 

drew.horvath@mantech.com  

McLaughlin Body Company 

309-736-6078 

BSTROUD@MCLBODY.COM 

NelsonCorp Wealth Management 

563-242-9042  

catherine. 

crosser@nelsoncorp.com 

Norplex-Micarta 

563-864-4234  

rnesbit@norplex-micarta.com 

OSVETS, LLC 

309-797-3525 

ed.osborn@osvetgroup.com 

Palmer College of Chiropractic 

563-884-5127 

kurt.wood@palmer.edu 

Pendulum Services LLC 

309-269-2433  

alankruse@msn.com 

Plano Molding Company 

630-552-9436  

mschindel@planomolding.com 

Plantation Development 

563-570-8094  

dealmaker2021@hotmail.com 

RCH/Innovative Technology 

Partners, LTD 

309-283-0290 

gshreves@rchltd.com 

Regalia MFG Co. 

309-788-7471 

pat@regaliamfg.com 

Ruhl & Ruhl Realtors 

563-441-5200  

veronicapianca@ruhlhomes,com 
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Thanks to our Corporate Sponsors for their support 
and numerous contributions to maintaining a strong professional 



Corporate Sponsors continued…. 

Rock Island Arsenal Development 

Group 

309-782-5967 

tim.frye1@us.army.mil 

Russell Construction 

563-459-4600 

sward@russellco.com 

Sears Seating 

563-383-2854  

tbrodersen@searsseating.com 

Spirit Partners,Inc. 

563-505-4254 

sam@spiritpartnersinc.com 

SunSource 

630-317-2701 

ppasco@sunsrce.com 

Thoth Solutions, Inc. 

dshivers@thothsolutions.com 

Total Maintenance, Inc. 

563-449-5801 

rschmit@tmiservices.net 

Tri-City Electric Co. of Iowa 

cminch@tricityelectric.com 

United Health Care 

309-736-4556 

dan_kueter@uhc.com 

U.S. Bank 

563-328-3031 

robert.carroll@usbank.com 

Vista International Operations 

563-324-4515  

brittney.benson@viops.com 

Wells Fargo 

563-383-3219 

sherri.a.wagler@wellsfargo.com 

White Cap Construction Supply 

563-528-1249  

thomas.brown@whitecap.net 

Total: 43 
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During the week of June 21-25, CSM Stephen Blake and his senior 

NCOôs put five NCOôs from various commands under Army Sustain-

ment Command (ASC) through the paces for competition for ASC NCO 

of the Year for 2009. 

The competition included interviews, weapons qualification, physical 

fitness test, obstacle course, lane competition, and Soldiers skills. 

During an Association of the United States sponsored awards cere-

mony and lunch-

eon held 25 June 

2009 at the Rock 

Island Arsenal 

Club, CSM Blake 

presented SGT 

Kent Martin the 

Army Achieve-

ment Medal in ad-

dition to being 

awarded ASC 

NCO of the year. 

Mark Shuck pre-

sented SGT Martin 

the AUSA NCO of 

the Year certificate 

and a check for 

$550.00 to cover 

the cost of a new 

set of dress blues. 

SGT Martin will 

go on to Army Ma-

terial Command (AMC) NCO competition and possibly to the Army 

competition in October. 

NCO of the Year Award 

Mark Shuck, VP for Corporate Memberships, 

presents the Association of the United States Army 

certificate and a set of dress blues to SGT Kent 

Martin, Army Sustainment Command 

NCO of the Year. 



Soldierôs Christmas Poem 

Twas The Night Before Christmas, He Lived All Alone, 

   In A One Bedroom House Made Of Plaster And Stone. 

I Had Come Down The Chimney With Presents To Give, 

   And To See Just Who In This Home Did Live. 

I Looked All About, A Strange Sight I Did See, 

   No Tinsel, No Presents, Not Even A Tree. 

No Stocking By Mantle, Just Boots Filled With Sand, 

   On The Wall Hung Pictures Of Far Distant Lands. 

With Medals And Badges, Awards Of All Kinds, 

   A Sober Thought Came Through My Mind. 

For This House Was Different, It Was Dark And Dreary, 

   I Found The Home Of A Soldier, Once I Could See Clearly. 

The Soldier Lay Sleeping, Silent, Alone, 

   Curled Up On The Floor In This One Bedroom Home. 

The Face Was So Gentle, The Room In Such Disorder, 

   Not How I Pictured A United States Soldier. 

  Was This The Hero Of Whom I'd Just Read? 

   Curled Up On A Poncho, The Floor For A Bed? 

I Realized The Families That I Saw This Night, 

   Owed Their Lives To These Soldiers Who Were Willing To Fight. 

  Soon Round The World, The Children Would Play, 

   And Grownups Would Celebrate A Bright Christmas Day. 

They All Enjoyed Freedom Each Month Of The Year, 

   Because Of The Soldiers, Like The One Lying Here. 

  I Couldn't Help Wonder How Many Lay Alone, 

   On A Cold Christmas Eve In A Land Far From Home. 

  The Very Thought Brought A Tear To My Eye, 

   I Dropped To My Knees And Started To Cry. 

  The Soldier Awakened And I Heard A Rough Voice, 

   "Santa Don't Cry, This Life Is My Choice; 

I Fight For Freedom, I Don't Ask For More, 

   My Life Is My God, My Country, My Corps." 

  The Soldier Rolled Over And Drifted To Sleep, 

   I Couldn't Control It, I Continued To Weep. 

I Kept Watch For Hours, So Silent And Still 

   And We Both Shivered From The Cold Night's Chill. 

I Didn't Want To Leave On That Cold, Dark, Night, 

   This Guardian Of Honor So Willing To Fight. 

Then The Soldier Rolled Over, With A Voice Soft And Pure, 

   Whispered, "Carry On Santa, It's Christmas Day, All Is Secure." 

  One Look At My Watch, And I Knew He Was Right. 

   "Merry Christmas My Friend, And To All A Good Night." 
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The Rock Island Arsenal Chapter of the Association of the United States Army is helping to support soldiers 

and families affected by the Fort Hood Tragedy.  Our local Chapter received the following request from the 

Central Texas-Fort Hood Chapter of AUSA: 

  

We are all hurting.  We did not want to believe what we saw and heard - and feel compelled to re-

spond.  Americans are strong, and caring - especially for our military.  The Association of the United 

States Army (AUSA) has stepped forward, and is answering the question: what can I do to help? 

  

AUSA has established a fund to respond to the unmet Soldier and Family needs of this tragedy.  At this 

moment, we do not know just what those needs might be, but we have learned from prior experience 

that such tragedies always create need - and Americans always want to help.  

  

The Rock Island Arsenal Chapter of the AUSA invites you to contribute, by check, to help support the efforts 

to aid the soldiers and families affected.  Donations may be made at any Quad-Cities U.S. Bank location or by 

sending your check to: 

  

RIA AUSA 

P.O. Box 3276 

Rock Island, IL 61201 

  

Checks should be made payable to: AUSA Fort Hood Community Response 

  

Both the Rock Island Arsenal chapter and the Central Texas-Fort Hood Chapter are part of the AUSA National 

which is a 501(c)3 tax exempt not-for-profit organization.  We have a record of over fifty years of always sup-

porting our Soldiers and their Families.  All funds received for this effort will be transferred to the Central 

Texas-Fort Hood Chapter of the AUSA where they will be used to meet the needs of soldiers and their fami-

lies.  The Rock Island Arsenal Chapter of AUSA is donating $1,000.00 to begin this fund drive.  

  

The Rock Island Arsenal Chapter of the AUSAôs mission is to support the Army- Active, Army National 

Guard, Army Reserve, Department of the Army and Defense Civilians, Retirees, families and concerned citi-

zens.  We support force modernization to ensure an Army ready for the future.  We inform and educate the 

public about the Armyôs vital role in national defense and the needs of Soldiers and their families.  Our local 

chapter donates annually to Soldiers, their families, Wounded Warrior programs, Waiting Families, and hospi-

talized Veterans.  

  

Thank you for your help on behalf of the Association of the United States Army. 

For more information contact: 

Kerry Skinner, AUSA Board Member 

563-344-4359 

kerry.skinner@ausaria.org 

www.ausaria.org 

A Community Response to the Fort Hood tragedy 
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Page 14 AUSA — RIA CHAPTER  

Letter from GEN Gordon Sullivan to Senator Joseph Lieberman 



Thank you for sponsoring this newsletter……. 
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Best Western SteepleGate Inn 
100 W 76th Street 

Davenport, Iowa 52806 

1-800-373-6900 ~ 563-386-6900 

http://www.bestwestern.com/steeplegateinn 

The upscale Best Western SteepleGate Inn caters to many Rock Island Arsenal 

Government Agencies and Government Contractors.  In addition, many 

Soldiers and their Families have enjoyed staying with us during their visit to 

the Quad Cities. 

Our guest rooms have been newly remodeled and are quite spacious! 

In addition to honoring the local Government rate we also extend the AUSA 

rate to ñlast room availabilityò. 

Included in your special Government /AUSA rate: 

¶ Complimentary Hot Breakfast Buffet each morning. 

¶ Sleeping rooms newly remodeled! 

¶ Free High Speed Internet, Wireless throughout the hotel. 

¶ Full Service Restaurant 

¶ Indoor Pool & Hot Tub located next to our beautiful tree lined Atrium. 

¶ New Fitness Center located off the pool area. 

¶ Banquet and Meeting Facilities. 

¶ Every Room has a microwave, refrigerator, iron, ironing board, coffee 

maker & hair dryer. 

¶ Extended Stay Rates are available 

 

We are conveniently located off of Brady St via the Government Bridge. 

Please call us if we can offer additional assistance and visit our website for a 

quick tour of our property at www.bestwestern.com/steeplegateinn. 

We Proudly Support our Troops and are members of the 

Association of the Unites States Army. 
 

Michael L Brisch 

Director of Sales 

563-386-6900 

If you would like to sponsor a newsletter and place your company information on this 

page, please sent an e-mail to c5102@ausaria.org or call 309-283-0313  

http://www.bestwestern.com/steeplegateinn
http://www.bestwestern.com/steeplegateinn
mailto:c5102@ausaria.org
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RIA AUSA Chapter 

Rock Island Arsenal 

PO 3276 

Rock Island, IL 61201 

 

Phone: 309-743-7300  

Fax: 309-787-8406  

E-mail: 

newsletter@ausaria.org 

 

Voice of the Army - 

Support for the Soldier 

RIA AUSA Chapter 

PO 3276 

Rock Island, IL 61201 

The Association of the United States Army (AUSA) is the only private non-profit 
professional and educational organization dedicated to supporting the U.S. Army 
and keeping it strong. 

Our mission is to support the Army - Active, Army National Guard, Army Reserve, 
Department of the Army and Defense Civilians, Retirees, families and concerned 
citizens.   We support force modernization to ensure an Army ready for the future.  
We inform and educate the public about the Army's vital role in national defense 
and soldier's issues and we promote professionalism and pride within the Army. 

Happy Holidays  
from  RIA AUSA 


